Class 5
Resource Availability

The forward planning for supply of plants is critical to ensure that species are ready and mature for planting, and that they satisfy the planting works program. 
Species Selection

Information from client, EVCs, existing info e.g. management plans, species lists, local knowledge e.g. Nursery, friends groups
Use biodiversity interactive map to determine EVC names/locations

www.dse.vic.gov.au – online services – interactive maps – biodiversity
Use EVC Benchmarks to get an understanding of the species composition of EVCs

www.dse.vic.gov.au – Conservation and Environment – Biodiversity – Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) Benchmarks by Bioregion

Species Availability    –  can they be grown

· how long does it take to grow

· what numbers can be grown

· survivability

Plant materials such as seeds may need to be collected well in advance before works commence or purchased from a reputable source.  Collection of plant material may require a permit from DSE and will require permission from the land owner/manager.  Refer to Landcare Notes “What permit do you need to collect local seed? LC0110
http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/notes/– trees and native vegetation – growing trees – seed collection
Nursery orders need to be organised to allow for seed collection, propagation and hardening off.

Seed collection and growing done by same people
Seed supplied to commercial/community nursery
Information available from indigenous nurseries

Greening Australia has locations/contact details.
www.greeningaustralia.org.au – Victoria – Indigenous Nurseries and seed supply

Murray Ralph has a number of books on seed collection and propagation

Flora of Melbourne has some info and there are other books/papers available

http://www.labyrinth.net.au/~drm/GLink/Library.htm lists some references.
Factors affecting the timing of plant propagation

Plants seeding time

Seed collection

Propagation

Maturing to size required

Hardening off 

Each step will depend upon the species however as a rough guide

Seeding – late summer

Sowing – spring/summer

Maturing and hardening off – in time for Autumn/winter planting

Some seeds have a dormancy that may need to be accounted for.

Most of these planning problems can be overcome by getting to know your local nursery and utilising their knowledge.

Order plants well in advance to avoid disappointment e.g. For 2006 plantings orders would be placed by October 2005.
