Initial Site Visit
Statutory obligations and site specific issues, some of which will be included in the biophysical.


Weeds –    restricted, prohibited plants

· land use restrictions e.g. fire hazard, overhanging branches, utilities

· significant flora, native or introduced e.g. significant trees, national trust

· permits for tree removal

· planning permission

· OH&S, permit to work

· Workplace laws e.g. equal opportunity

Biophysical

Location 
–    aspect

· rainfall

· humidity

· wind

· sun/shading

· soil

· nutrients

· water

· slope

· runoff

· outcrops

Site Boundaries
-  access (is it the same in winter, security)

- shading

- views

Environmental

- listed weeds

- VROT

- Herbicide application issues e.g. water
- sustainable use of materials and equipment
- conserving natural values (no pollution, damage to biological processes or diversity

- keep disturbance to a minimum

- don’t introduce new weeds/ pathogens on machinery, equipment, clothing.

Hazards
- linked to OH&S

Utilities
-    easements

· above/below ground cables etc

· water availability
Adjacent land uses
- related to site boundaries e.g. shading, blocking views

- downstream runoff

- herbicide application

Plant Selection

Will depend upon the biophysical factors listed above and other issues related to the aims of the planting.

Other issues to think about

· use of prickly plants

· presence or absence of trees

· trees and shrubs relatively easy to establish/maintain

· ground cover generally requires better preparation and maintenance

· often better to over plant and remove or allow natural senescence

