Class 1

What is revegetation?

To provide with vegetation again
(Most sites will have some vegetation that will need to be removed beforehand)
Usually associated with the reintroduction/extension of indigenous vegetation i.e the plants that were growing in an area prior to European land clearing.
Types of revegetation:
Planting of nursery stock grown from local seed.  

Direct seeding of local native seed. 

Transplanting plants from other areas of similar environmental condition.  

Regeneration generally used in areas of existing degraded local native plants.  Involves the removal/control of weeds and encouraging the germination of soil stored seed of indigenous species.

These are not mutually exclusive and can be used in combination in the right situations (but will require good planning and patience)


Who does revegetation?
There is 2 parts to this question: Where do funds come from?






 Who puts the plants in the ground?

1. Funding

Governments – Federal, State and Local provide grants

State Government Organisations outsource works (e.g. Parks Victoria, Vic Roads, Melbourne Water, schools)
Local Government fund in-house crews or outsource to private contractors

Golf courses

Housing developers

Private land owners (domestic, commercial, farms)

2.  Works

In-house work crews (councils, golf courses, farmers)

Contractors

Friends groups and other volunteers (public planting days)
Best results are achieved when both groups have a common understanding of the project and work together to achieve the same goals.
Why do revegetation?
Provide habitat for fauna (species specific or general)

Preserve genetic diversity

Preserve/increase biodiversity

Maintain local character

Link existing areas of vegetation (remnant or previous revegetation)

Increase area of existing vegetation (increase the area/perimeter ratio)

Landscaping –   roads

· housing estates, especially wetlands

· individual houses

· shopping centers

· waterways

Reduce maintenance inputs (no fertilizer, water, pruning etc.)

Shelter belts

Stabilise soils reducing erosion
Lower water table decreasing salinity
Increase public awareness/appreciation of indigenous vegetation

Encourage public participation in their local community – increasing ownerships/decreasing vandalism

Again these are not mutually exclusive and you can achieve multiple outcomes.
